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09:30 Opening of the seminar 

Filippo Donati, President of the ENCJ 

Erik Kersevan, Sodni Svet Slovenia  

and Henk Naves, Raad voor de rechtspraak - Coordinators 

09:40 Maria Giuliana Civinini - president of the CEPEJ’s working group on Cyberjustice and 

Artificial Intelligence CEPEJ – introduction into CEPEJ instruments 

10:30 Challenges put forward by the members of the Digital Justice Forum – Jos Smits 

11:00 Planning 2022 – Sarah Koolen  

End of the seminar 

 

Opening of the seminar  

The ENCJ President welcomed the participants to the ENCJ Digital Justice Forum and 
presented the programme. Erik Kersevan, coordinator of the Project on Digital Justice, 
introduced the special guest: Ms Maria Giuliana Civinini, the President of the CEPEJ’s working 
group on Cyberjustice and Artificial Intelligence. Ms Maria Giuliana Civinini delivered an 
introduction into CEPEJ instruments in the field of digitalisation. The second coordinator of 
the Project on Digital Justice Forum – Henk Naves – moderated the seminar.  

 

Introduction into CEPEJ instruments, presentation by Maria Giuliana Civinini, president of 

the CEPEJ’s working group on Cyberjustice and Artificial Intelligence CEPEJ 

Ms Maria Giuliana Civinini made some introductory remarks as regards the CEPEJ working 
group on Cyberjustice which is a new group, established in 2020 by the CEPEJ – European 
Commission for the efficiency of Justice. The working group aims at developing tools with a 
view to offer a framework and safeguards to Member States and justice professional willing 



to create or use information and communication technologies and mechanisms of artificial 
intelligence in judicial systems.   

Ms Maria Giuliana Civinini presented the activities, objectives and working methods of the 
Cyber justice working group. The expert emphasised that new technologies have a great 
impact both on the private and professional life of every citizen. Judges, prosecutors, lawyers, 
legal practitioners in general are facing new challenges in the contest of the digital 
transformation of Justice. Additionally, the Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the important 
role of increased digitalisation for justice systems.  

Ms Maria Giuliana Civinini explained that the specific objectives of the Cyberjustice working 

group are to provide public decision-makers, legal professionals and users of justice with tools 

to support the evolution of judicial systems towards cyberjustice and to regularly consider the 

various challenges posed by digitalization of justice and use of AI in justice.  

When it comes to the working method of the working group, the first step is the appointment 

of mix teams of experts. The next step is the assessment and evaluation of existing tools, 

followed by the analysis of best practices and solutions in Member States in connection with 

technical and legal requirements. After that, the working group drafts the guidelines which 

afterwards will be adopted together with the assessment and the evaluation report. All 

documents will finally be submitted to the CEPEJ plenary section. Once the CEPEJ has 

approved the document, it became a CEPEJ tool. The CEPEJ’s nature (intergovernmental body 

composed of representatives of the 47 Council of Europe member states) enables the adopted 

tools to be disseminated in 47 countries of the Council of Europe. 

During the first two years, the working group activities focused on video-conference, 

electronic court filling, on-line dispute of judicial decisions and on-line dispute resolution. The 

guidelines have been adopted on the video-conference and e-filling.   

As for the 2022-2023 activities, the working group will focus on developing guidelines on 

online alternative dispute resolution, on e-auctions, on public jurisprudence databases and on 

developing guidance on good governance and management of IT reform projects and their 

application.  

For more information, please refer to the attached PowerPoint presentation.  

 

Henk Naves, coordinator of the Project on Digital Justice, thanked the speaker for the 
presentation and asked question whether representatives of all the 47 Council of Europe 
Member states are participating in the Cyberjustice working group. Ms Maria Giuliana Civinini 
answered that not all the 47 Member states have already appointed their representative. At 
the moment, there are 38 Member states that have appointed their representative.  

Challenges put forward by the members of the Digital Justice Forum 

Jos Smits from the Raad voor de rechtspraak moderated the discussion on the outcome of the 
questionnaire.  

A representative from the Portuguese Judicial High Council spoke about the issue of the 
reconciliation of the digitalisation of the judicial systems with the independence of the Courts. 



In Portugal, judicial institutions are not involved in the process of decision making. They 
believe they should take part in discussion. Furthermore, in Portugal there is a system which 
manages the technical aspects of digitalization of justice, even though the Judicial Council 
participates, the system is managed by the government. The executive branch has the sole 
responsibility and that has an impact on the independence of the judiciary.  

Representative of the Greek Administrative Council spoke about the issue on lodging and 
service of procedural documents by electronic means in the administrative courts. So far, the 
lodging and service of procedural documents by electronic means is not possible in 
administrative courts. There is a need to further develop the use of this tool. In Greece, no 
technical support on how to use the electronic system is given to judges in Greece. 

Furthermore, Jos Smits informed that most countries has indicated that lack of funding is an 
important issue, however the room for manœuvre is often very limited.  

Representative of the French High Council of the Judiciary shared some thoughts on the 
situation in France where the digitalisation of civil and criminal procedure has started. The 
Council faces problems with regard to ethical issues and data protection. So far, only decisions 
of the Supreme Court are available online but before the end of 2022, all decisions of the 
appeal courts will be published online.  

The next topics discussed were the artificial intelligence (AI) and the use of algorithm. In the 
Netherlands, a lot of AI is built on a large system which is based on the English language (for 
example: Birds). A question was asked whether the same problem exists in other countries as 
well. In Portugal, they want to develop system for anonymization of decisions, however the 
current market is not offering any convenient tool. Same language issue exists in Finland and 
Germany.  

Cybersecurity causes problems in Italy and England and Wales and was the last point of the 
discussion. The participant agreed that this is a very important topic because of the threats 
and liability of the courts systems.  

For an overview of the replies, please refer to the document attached.   

 

Planning 2022 

Sarah Koolen informed that the next Digital Justice Forum will take place on 24 February from 
10:30 to 12:00hrs CET.  

Afterwards, the next meeting is due to take place on 21 and 22 April. The Project’s 
Coordinators would look into possibilities of organising an in-person meeting, most probably 
in Amsterdam.  

 


