
 

 

ENCJ Digital Justice Forum Seminar, Number 5  

Judicial Independence and Dependency Relationships in the Digital Domain 

Friday 22 April 2022 – Court of Amsterdam 

10:00 Opening of the seminar 

Filippo Donati, President of the ENCJ, opening of the seminar  

Mr Bastiaan van Merwijk, Board member of the Court of Amsterdam - Word of 

Welcome 

Mr Henk Naves, chairman Council for the Judiciary, coordinator 

10:15 Session 1- Dependency on Commercial Third Parties and Other State Powers  

Mr Kees Verhoeven – former member of Dutch Parliament –  

The Digital Transformation, Big Tech and e-government 

Q&A and debate in plenary 

12:00 Lunch and Tour of the Court  

13:30  Session 2 – Development and implementation of digital tools and dependency 

relationships 

Mr Marko Loisa, project director of AIPA in the National Courts Administration 

Q&A and debate in plenary 

15:00  Wrap up and conclusions 

15:30  End of proceedings 

 

Opening of the seminar  

The ENCJ President welcomed the participants to the ENCJ Digital Justice Forum and 
presented the programme. Mr Bastiaan van Merwijk, Board member of the Court of 
Amsterdam gave a welcome speech focusing on the importance of access to justice.  

Henk Naves, coordinator of the Project on Digital Justice, introduced the two special guests: 

Mr Kees Verhoeven – former member of Dutch Parliament and Mr Marko Loisa - project 

director of AIPA in the National Courts Administration of Finland.  



The first speaker, Mr Kees Verhoeven used to be a member of the Lower House of Parliament. 
He is well known for his efforts in the field of privacy and aimed for better digital public 
services. He stood up against big tech firms such as Google and Facebook. 

Mr Verhoeven delivered a presentation on the rule of law in the digital age, judicial 
independence, Big tech and social media.  

While an increased digitalisation has a great impact on the private and professional life of 

every citizen, it also has its shortcomings.  

A question was raised on how can digitalization affect the core values of rule of law. According 

to Mr Verhoeven, the rule of law is under pressure also because of digitalization and new 

technologies. Mr Verhoeven started by explaining that besides the continuous rule of law 

backslides observed in Europe, as soon as we entered the digital age, we also witness attacks 

on human rights. We can no longer take our individual rights for granted. Therefore, actions 

to raise awareness on that issue are needed.  

Governments started collecting data and their manners of collecting data were in line with 

the rule of law. The rule of law is built on a few very important principles: legality, which means 

that the government can only act based on a law but also proportionality. The government 

has the reflex to use data for other purposes then that they were collected for. Numerous 

data collection efforts were implemented after the terrorism events on 9/11. There are no ny 

guarantees that the collected data are not used in a wrong way. According to Mr Verhoeven, 

citizens underestimated the importance and amount of data collected by governments.  After 

the 9/11, people started feeling insecure. Governments should follow some rules before 

collecting our data. Increased monitoring and transparency are needed. 

In addition, the participants discussed on how populism affects the judiciary and what role 

social media play in the debate. Moreover, the participants discussed whether a minister can 

comment on a judicial decision and whether judges should use social media. The participants 

agreed that in case politicians react on a social media by commenting on a judicial decision, 

Councils for the Judiciary could react by for example publishing a statement which refers to 

the separation of powers.  

Moreover, Mr Verhoeven further shared his point of view on the European Union’s digital 

strategy. According to the speaker, the European Commission is working hard to regulate the 

use of new technologies. The General Data Protection Regulation should be seen as a very 

successful tool. It shows that the EU is able to protect some values. The Digital Market Act 

intends to prevent large companies from abusing their market power and by allowing new 

companies to enter the market. As explained by the speaker, large companies like Facebook 

or Google are not only harming privacy but also copyrights laws. 

The last topic discussed by the participants was challenges with regard to dependency on 

digital systems in maintaining the independence of the judiciary. Mr Verhoeven highlighted 

that it is important to stimulate new regulations to make sure that new technologies improve 

the quality of people’s lives, without violating any rights. 



The second speaker, Mr Marko Loisa, a judge and also the Project Director for the 

development team of the new case management system for the general courts in Finland, 

called AIPA. The AIPA Project aims to move to a paperless digital working method in judicial 

matters and to build an information system that supports it. 

Mr Loisa hosted an interactive session on the topics below:  

• Agile methods when building and developing ICT-systems for the Courts and the 

participation of end-users; 

• Change management as part of ICT-projects for the Courts; 

• Product based versus tailor made systems: pros and cons; 

• Vendor lock and how to avoid it, the importance of procurement and contracts, the use of 

open source technologies. 

 

For more information, please refer to the attached PowerPoint presentation.  

 

Closing of the meeting 

The ENCJ President, Mr Donati thanked the speakers and the participants for their 
participation and closed the meeting.  


