
 
 

 

ENCJ Digital Justice Forum Seminar, Number 3  

Funding opportunities for digital justice and Covid-19 pandemic lessons learned on 

digitalisation  

Friday 21 May 2021  
 
10:00 Opening of the seminar 

Filippo Donati, President of the ENCJ 
Erik Kersevan and Colin Tyre, Coordinators 
 

10:15 Cristian Nicolau - European Commission – DG JUST – Unit B3 E-Justice, IT 
and document management - funding opportunities for digital justice 
Jiri Novak – Chair of the CCBE IT Law Committee 
Lawyers’ experience and perspective - Covid-19 pandemic: lessons learned 
on digitalisation 
 

10:45 Break 
 
11:00 Survey: Digitalisation of Justice: positive impacts & Discussion on the 

survey’s results 
 

12:00 End of the seminar 
 

 
Opening of the seminar  
The ENCJ President welcomed the participants to the ENCJ Digital Justice Forum and 
presented the programme.  
Colin Tyre, coordinator of the Project on Digital Justice, presented the agenda and introduced 
the two special guests: Mr Crisitian Nicolau, from the European Commission - DG Just, and Mr 
Jiri Novak, the Chair of the CCBE IT Law Committee.  While Mr Nicolau delivered a presentation 
on the subject of funding opportunities for digital justice, Mr Novak spoke about lawyers’ 
experience and perspective on Covid-19 pandemic: lessons learned on digitalisation.  
 
The second coordinator of the Project on Digital Justice Forum – Erik Kersevan – moderated 
the second part of the seminar on survey results.  
 
 



Funding opportunities for digital justice, presentation by Cristian Nicolau, DG JUST European 
Commission  
 
Crisitian Nicolau made some introductory remarks and emphasised that the Covid-19 
pandemic has highlighted the important role of increased digitalisation for justice systems. 
Through his presentation, Cristian Nicolau explained the Digital Europe programme (Digital), 
Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), Technical Support Instrument (TSI), the new Cohesion 
Policy instruments and e-Justice call.   
For more information, please refer to the attached PowerPoint presentation.  
 
A Finish Colleague emphasised that the Finnish NCA has applied and been awarded a project 
under Technical Support Instrument. The European Commission was extremely helpful 
throughout the process.  
 
Lawyers’ experience and perspective - Covid-19 pandemic: lessons learned on digitalisation, 
speech by Jiri Novak, Chair of the CCBE IT Law Committee 
 
Jiri Novak after introducing the CCBE and its main objectives, focused on the current 
developments and challenges of digitalisation in the judiciary from the lawyers’ perspective.   
Mr Novak emphasised that lawyers benefit from using videoconference as a tool for 
communicating. The use of digital tools is however not suitable for all the cases.  
 
In addition, videoconference hearings bring many questions. For instance, on how to 
guarantee a fair trial. Within the CCBE, they tried to respond to this question by setting 
guidelines. In order to uphold fair trial rights, sufficient safeguards and due process 
procedures, including the protection of professional secrecy, must be provided.   
Another very difficult question - is the hearing suitable to be heard online? Should witnesses 
or victims be interviewed virtually? Can a judge fully trust them?  These are very important 
questions. He hopes that remote hearings will be maintained as alternative for ‘in person’ 
hearings in court.  
 
Another topic discussed by Jiri Novak was Artificial Intelligence. The CCBE has published a 
paper on AI, which was approved in Vienna in 2020, responding to the European Commission’s 
White Paper on the AI. Recently, an interesting discussion took place on whether judges need 
to be human and a new right to be judged by a human judge.  
Jiri Novak commented that in the future, we will be seeing justice as a service. Predictions of 
courts cases, digital access to the court files, mainstreaming of hearings will become a new 
reality. The CCBE developed a project on AI on lawyers. There are many e-evidence projects, 
we have predictions and reservations. The CCBE also sees the need for trainings not only for 
judges but also for lawyers.  
 
Jiri Novak concluded that it is no longer a question whether the virtual environment, we all 
are living in, will become a reality. It is our reality now. Any initiatives to support the 
digitalisation of judicial procedures and to support the day-to-day functioning of justice 
systems are welcomed.  
 
 



Question and Answer:  
A question was asked whether clients that are in prison trust the video connections for lawyer-
client meetings. Jiri Novak responded that when the case is simple  and the meeting’s purpose 
is to solve an organisational issue, then the use of skype is largely accepted. However, for a 
discussion on the way how to handle an evidence or how to handle a case, it is more 
reasonable to meet the client in prison.  
 
Another comment was made that in the Netherlands, they work on a strategy for online 
hearings after the Covid-19 pandemic. The proportionality of openness and privacy of the 
participants causes problems. They are not able to prevent the participants from taking 
pictures. 
 
A comment was made that digitalisation brings a lot of positive changes. However, it becomes 
difficult if access to a human judges is no longer guaranteed.  Jiri Novak stressed that 
mandatory hearings cannot work per se. It is important to evaluate the person which will be 
facing the accusation.  
 
The participants further discussed the topic of criminal hearings during the pandemic 
emergency. Jiri Novak gave an example of a criminal hearing conducted through a 
videoconference. The defendant, living in London was unable to go to Prague, therefore 
he/she joined the hearing through a videoconference, while the prosecutor and the judge 
were in Prague. In addition, in the Netherlands, the criminal hearings were mostly hybrid.   
 
A participant asked how the judiciary can ensure that the current momentum is used, and 
it will lead to positive change.  
Finland organized a webinar for judges where they can exchange best practices and lessons 
learned on the use of innovative technologies in the field of justice. In Slovenia, a report 
stressing the positive results of digitalisation of justice is presented before the parliament. 
This could bring further support, for example, through budgetary support.  

A participant informed that the University of Helsinki organises a free online course 
"Elements of AI" with the aim to acquaint everyone on the basics. It can be found here: 
https://course.elementsofai.com/ 

Survey: Digitalisation of Justice: positive impacts & Discussion on the survey’s results 
Erik Kersevan, presented the outcomes of the survey through a PowerPoint presentation. 
Participants were asked, in advance of the meeting, to fulfil a pre-seminar about the lessons 
learnt from the pandemic. The ENCJ Office collected seventeen replies from fifteen countries. 
Unsurprisingly, all the participants feel that the Covid-19 pandemic has led to positive 
developments in the field of digitalisation. Erik Kersevan informed that the participants were 
asked to give examples of the positive developments and to share additional comments about 
the digitalisation (its challenges in the last year/ its progress).  
 
To see the results of the survey, please refer to the attached PowerPoint presentation.  
 
The ENCJ’s President closed the third Digital Justice seminar and thanked the guests for their 
participation.  

https://course.elementsofai.com/

