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Dear President Donati, dear Filippo, 

Dear Members of the European Network of Councils for the Judiciary, 

Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

I would like to thank you very much, President Donati, for the very 

kind invitation of the Network of the Presidents of the Supreme Judicial 

Courts of the European Union to the General Assembly of the ENCJ in 

Athens. Our constructive cooperation with the ENCJ is of great 

importance to us. Official duties have prevented me from travelling to 

Greece. However, I am very pleased to be still able to share some 

thoughts with you.  

As the current President of the Network of the Presidents and as 

President of the German Federal Court of Justice, I deeply care about a 

close cooperation between the judiciaries in Europe. Cross boarder 

exchanges among judges and other members of the judiciary clearly 

show that Europe still moves closer together. The ENCJ and the Network 

of Presidents connect people and ideas and thereby foster a genuine 

dialogue in a united and solidary Europe. 

The general topic of the ENCJ’s General Assembly – “judicial 

solidarity in times of crisis” – is one of utmost importance. The past 

months and years have shown us how important, and how necessary, 

judicial solidarity in Europe really is: 

Firstly, great solidarity has been shown when it came to defending 

achievements of the rule of law, in particular the independence of judges. 

A good example of this solidarity is the joint statement of the major 

judicial networks, published in December 2021. Together, we expressed 

solidarity with our Afghan colleagues – especially with the so threatened 
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female judges – and recalled the importance of the independence of the 

judiciary. A powerful quote from the joint statement underlines the need 

for judicial solidarity: “In order to ensure and reinforce public confidence 

in the Justice systems of the States, the Judiciaries of Europe and 

throughout the world need to stand together in solidarity, strengthen 

mutual trust and protect judicial independence.” 

Secondly, solidarity in a completely new way was necessary when 

it came to meeting the major challenges of the Covid 19 pandemic. It has 

proved extremely helpful that our networks have constantly exchanged 

information and views on how the judiciary can reliably fulfil its tasks for 

the benefit of the citizens despite the unprecedented health crisis. 

Finally, in the very recent past, the terrible war in Ukraine has 

shown with full force how important it is for the legal community in 

Europe to stand closely together. Once again, both our Networks have 

together raised their voices strongly. We have clearly expressed our 

“utmost concern for the people of Ukraine and [our] solidarity with the 

Ukrainian people and their judiciary.”  

As one can easily see, there is a great need for judicial solidarity – 

not only, but especially in times of crisis. In a world that is constantly 

becoming more complicated and confronts us with ever-new challenges, 

judicial cooperation and solidarity in Europe is indispensable. Therefore, 

I am very grateful for the fruitful cooperation between our networks. It is a 

genuine example of a truly European spirit. 

I wish you a successful General Assembly and a wonderful time in 

Athens. 

Thank you for your attention! 


